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1. The Conmittee considered the initial report of Mdirocco (CRC/ T 28/ Add. 1)
at its 317th, 318th and 319th neetings, held on 24 and 25 Septenber 1996
(see CRC/ O SR 317-319) and at its 343rd neeting, held on 11 Cctober 1996
adopted the followi ng concl udi ng observati ons.

A. | ntroduction

2. The Conmittee wel cones the subnission of the report, which contains
information on the legal franmework within which the Convention is inplenented
and on other neasures adopted since the ratification of the Convention by
Morocco. The Conmittee appreciates the witten information provided by the
Governnent in reply to the questions set out in the Iist of issues
(CRCCQNMr.1) as well as the additional infornmation provided by the State
party in the course of the dialogue with the Conmittee, during which the
representatives of the State party indicated in a self-critical manner not
only the policy and programme directions, but also the difficulties
encountered in inplenmenting the Convention

B. Positive aspects

3. The Conmittee notes the establishment in 1993 of the Mnistry for Human
Rights to deal with children’s rights issues. The Conmittee also notes the
establishnent in 1994, of the National Congress on the Rights of the Child
whi ch has been recently declared a permanent institution, and the creation of
the post of H gh Commi ssioner for Disabled Persons in 1994. The Conmittee
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recogni zes the will of the CGovernnment to engage in a process of lawreformin
relation to children’s issues and is encouraged by the drafting of a new
Labour Code. The Committee also notes with appreciation the adoption,
following the World Sunmit for Children, of the National Plan of Action for
the Survival, Protection and Devel opnent of Children in 1992. Finally, the
Committee wel cones the Governnment’s initiative to broadcast a nunber of
speci al progranmes on Children’s International Radio and Tel evi si on Day.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding
the inplenentation of the Convention

4, Conmittee notes that severe econom ¢ and social problens have had a
negative inpact on the situation of children. The high |evel of external debt
and the requirenents of structural adjustnent progranmes which have resulted
in budgetary reallocations to the detrinment of social services, as well as
unenpl oynent and poverty, have affected the enjoynment of children's rights.
The Conmittee also notes that there are still traditional practices and
custons which inpede the full enjoynment of certain rights of the child.

D. Principal subjects of concern

5. The Committee is concerned about the fact that the Convention has not
yet been duly published in the “Oficial CGazette”.

6. The Conmittee is also concerned that insufficient measures have been
taken to ensure that the principles and provisions of the Convention are
wi del y known to children and adults.

7. The Conmittee is concerned at the reservation nade to article 14 of the
Convention by the State party, which nmay affect the inplenentation of the
rights guaranteed in this article and may rai se questions about the
conpatibility of the reservation with the object and purpose of the
Conventi on.

8. The Committee is concerned at the insufficient coordinati on between
various mnistries, as well as between the central and local authorities, in
the inplenentati on of policies for the pronotion and protection of the rights
of the child.

9. Insufficient attention has been paid to the collection of systematic and
conprehensive data and the identification of appropriate indicators and

noni toring mechanisnms in all areas covered by the Convention. D saggregated
data and appropriate indicators seemto be |acking to assess the situation of
children, especially those who are victins of abuse, ill-treatnment or child

| abour or are involved with the admi nistration of juvenile justice, as well as
the girl child, children of single-parent famlies and those born out of

wedl ock, children in rural areas, abandoned, institutionalized and di sabl ed
children, and children who, in order to survive, are living and/or working in
the streets.

10. Wth regard to the inplenmentation of article 4 of the Convention, the
Conmittee notes with concern the inadequacy of neasures taken to ensure the

i mpl ementation of children's economic, social and cultural rights to the
maxi mum ext ent of available resources. The Comittee is particularly
concerned at the insufficient nmeasures and progranmmes for the protection of
the rights of the nost vul nerable children, especially girls, children Iiving
in rural areas, children who are victinms of abuse, children of single parents,
children born out of wedl ock, abandoned children, disabled children, and
children who are, in order to survive, forced to live and/or work in the
streets.

11. The State party has not yet taken fully into account in its |legislation
and policies the general principles of the Convention: non-discrimnation
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(art. 2), the best interests of the child (art. 3), the right to life,
survival and devel opnent (art. 6) and respect for the views of the child
(art. 12).

12. The Conmittee is also concerned at the lack of conformity with the
spirit and principles of the Convention of |egislative provisions with respect
to the legal definition of the child. The early marriageable age, the m ninum
age for enploynent and the age of criminal responsibility are natters of
concern

13. The Conmittee expresses its deep concern at the persistence of
discrimnatory attitudes towards girls, including the practice of early
marri age, which hanper the enjoynment of their basic rights. The |ower

marri ageabl e age for girls than for boys raises serious questions as to its
conpatibility with the Convention, in particular article 2.

14. In the light of article 30, the Committee is concerned at the |ack of
nmeasures taken to provide school education in all the existing |anguages and
di al ect s.

15. The Conmittee is concerned that appropriate nmeasures have not yet been
taken to prevent and combat ill-treatment of children within the famly and at
the lack of information on this matter. The problens of the exploitation of
child labour, in particular the use of young girls as donmestic workers, and
child prostitution also require special attention

16. The situation in relation to the adm nistration of juvenile justice and
in particular its conpatibility with articles 37 and 40 of the Convention, as
well as other relevant United Nations standards such as the United Nations
Standard M ni mrum Rul es for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing
Rul es), the United Nations Guidelines for the Prevention of Juvenile

Del i nquency (the Riyadh CGuidelines) and the United Nations Rules for the
Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their Liberty, is a matter of concern to
the Conmittee. The Conmittee is, inter alia, concerned that children aged
between 16 and 18 years are treated as adults and that children deprived of
their liberty are not separated fromadults.

E. Suggestions and reconmendati ons

17. The Conmittee urgently recomends that the State party publish the
Convention in the “Official Gazette”.
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18. The Conmittee is of the opinion that greater efforts are required to
nmake t he provisions and principles of the Convention w dely known and
understood by adults and children alike, in accordance with article 42 of the
Convention. The Committee wi shes to encourage the State party to devel op
further a systematic approach to increasing public awareness of the
participatory rights of children, in the Iight of article 12 of the
Conventi on.

19. The Conmittee reconmends that periodic training and retraining
programes on the rights of the child be organi zed for professional groups
working with or for children, including teachers, |aw enforcenent officials,
soci al workers and judges, and that hunman rights and children's rights be
included in their training curricula. In this respect, the Comrittee
encourages the authorities to pursue their cooperation with the High

Conmi ssioner/ Centre for Human Ri ghts.

20. The Conmittee reconmends that the Governnment of Morocco consider

reviewi ng the reservation entered upon ratification of the Convention with a

viewto withdrawing it, in the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Progranme

of Action adopted in June 1993, in which the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts

ELQFS States to withdraw reservations to the Convention on the Rights of the
ild.

21. The Conmittee recommends that the State party take further steps to
strengt hen coordi nati on between the different governnmental nechanisns involved
in human rights and children's rights, at both central and |ocal |evels, and
to ensure closer cooperation with non-governnental organizations.

22. The Conmittee al so recommends that the State party undertake to gather
all necessary data and statistics on the situation of children in the various
areas covered by the Convention, including on children belonging to the nost
vul nerabl e groups. Efforts should be nmade to ensure inplenentation of
policies and neasures for the pronotion and protection of the rights of the
child, both at central and local levels, in cooperation with United Nations
bodi es and speci alized agencies, including UNICEF and ILO It is also
suggested that a nultidisciplinary nonitoring systembe established to assess
the progress achieved and difficulties encountered in the realization of the
rights recognized by the Convention at the central and local levels, and in
particular to nonitor regularly the effects of econom c change on children
Such a nonitoring system shoul d enable the State to shape appropriate
policies and to conbat prevailing social disparities and traditiona

prejudi ces. The Committee al so encourages the State to consider the

establi shment of an independent nechani sm such as an onbudsperson for the
rights of the child.

23. Wth respect to article 4 of the Convention, and in the light of the
current difficult econonmic situation, the Conmittee enphasizes the inportance
of the allocation of resources to the maxi mum extent possible for the

i mpl ement ati on of economic, social and cultural rights of the child at both
central and local levels, in accordance with the principles of the Convention
in particular those relating to non-discrimnation and the best interests of
the child (arts. 2 and 3).

24, The Conmittee recommends that appropriate political and | egislative
neasures be undertaken to bring legislation into conformty with the
Convention and other relevant international norns. In particular, the
Conmmittee, reconmends the reformof the penal and | abour codes. It strongly
encour ages the Government of Morocco to ratify 1LO Convention No. 138 on the
m ni mum age for adm ssion to enpl oynent and for that purpose to consider
seeki ng further technical cooperation fromlLQO

25. The Conmittee reconmends that awareness canpai gns concerning the rights
of the girl child be pursued in both rural and urban areas. It also urges the
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State to inplenent a conprehensive national policy to pronote and protect
those rights. It further recommends that in the light of articles 2 and 3 of
t he Convention, the marriageabl e age be rai sed and nade equal for girls and
boys.

26. The Conmittee recommends that special protective neasures be inplenented
inrelation to children living in rural areas, children who are victins of
abuse, children of single-parent families, children born out of wedl ock,
abandoned, institutionalized and disabled children, children involved with the
juvenile justice system particularly when deprived of their liberty, children
involved in child | abour and children who, in order to survive, are forced to
live and/or work in the streets.

27. The Conmittee encourages the Governnent of Mrocco to take all measures
to prevent and conbat ill-treatment of children, including child abuse within
the famly, corporal punishment, child I abour and the sexual exploitation of
children. It recomrends that conprehensive studies be initiated with regard

to those inportant issues to make possible a better understandi ng of those
phenonena and facilitate the el aboration of policies and progranmes to conbat
themeffectively. In this perspective, the Government should pursue its
efforts in close cooperation with conmunity | eaders and with non-government al
organi zations, with a view to pronoting change in persisting negative
attitudes towards children belonging to the nost vul nerabl e groups.

28. The Conmittee recommends that the State envisage undertaking a
conprehensive reformof the systemof juvenile justice in the spirit of the
Convention, in particular articles 37, 39 and 40, and of other United Nations
standards in this field, such as the United Nations Standard M ni nrum Rul es for
the Adm nistration of Juvenile Justice (the Beijing Rules), the United Nations
Qui delines for the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (the Ri yadh Gui delines)
and the United Nations Rules for the Protection of Juveniles Deprived of their
Liberty. Particular attention should be paid to considering deprivation of
liberty only as a nmeasure of last resort and for the shortest possible period
of time, to the protection of the rights of children deprived of their

liberty, to due process of law and to the full independence and inpartiality
of the judiciary. Training programes on the relevant international standards
shoul d be organi zed for all those professionals involved with the system of
juvenile justice. The Committee would like to suggest that the CGovernment of
t he Ki ngdom of Morocco consi der seeking international assistance in this area
of the adm nistration of juvenile justice fromthe H gh Conm ssioner/Centre
for Hunan Rights and the Crime Prevention and Crininal Justice Division of the
United Nations (Vienna).
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29. Finally, the Commttee recommends that in accordance with article 44,
paragraph 6 of the Convention, the initial report presented by Mrocco be nmade
wi dely available to the public at large and that consideration be given to
publication of the report along with the relevant sumrary records and the
concl udi ng observations adopted thereon by the Conmittee. Such a docunent
shoul d be widely distributed in order to generate debate and awareness of the
Convention, its inplenmentation and nonitoring within the Governnent, the
Parliament and the general public, including concerned non-governnental

organi zati ons.



