ADVANCE QUESTIONS TO THE SUDAN

CZECH REPUBLIC

e Does the Government plan ratifying the CAT in a foreseeable future as necessary legal study
for its ratification has already been taken? Does the Government also consider accession to
the OP-CAT and, if so, in which time frame?

e How is ensured safe and enabling environment for the work of journalists, human rights
defenders or members of the opposition free from intimidation, harassment or even arrest and
arbitrary detention? Has there been any investigation into the case of four human rights
defenders who were banned from travelling to Geneva to participate in UPR pre-session
discussions? How is the Government addressing this issue including through measures to hold
accountable any security forces staff responsible for such acts and human rights violations in
general?

e What measures have been taken to uproot the widely spread violence against women as, e.g.,
alleged cases of mass rape, as well as to assist victims of such violence?

e Does the Government plan any review of legislation identified by independent human rights
mechanisms as discriminatory towards women?

e How are implemented the laws prohibiting the FGM at the state level? Is their effective
implementation monitored as part of a wider effort to eliminate this violence against women
and girls in Sudan completely? Does the Government plan introducing legislation prohibiting
and criminalizing the FGM in Sudan?

e Final report of the EU Election Observation Mission to Sudan from 2010 concluded that the
Sudanese electoral process does not comply at all stages with international standards for
genuine demaocratic elections, such as universal and equal suffrage or the right to freedom of
expression. What measures have been taken to implement recommendations contained in the
final report?

SLOVENIA

e We note the development of judicial practice on exemption of persons below the age of 18
from the application of the death penalty. What measures will the Government of Sudan take
to strengthen this practice throughout the country?

e We are alarmed by reports of alleged cases of rape and other forms of conflict-related sexual
violence in the Sudan. How will the government facilitate the reporting of such cases and
ensure that cases of violence against women and girls are promptly and thoroughly
investigated, that perpetrators are brought to justice and adequately sanctioned, and that
victims have access to reparations and measures of protection?

SWEDEN

e During the last Universal Periodic Review, Sudan accepted recommendations to combat
violence against women. While some progress has been made, sexual and gender-based



violence remains a common occurrence in the conflict affected areas. What steps are being
taken to address this problem?

e Humanitarian organisations have not been able to access several areas in Sudan, in particular
in Darfur. How can the Government of Sudan ensure full access for organisations delivering
humanitarian assistance?

e What obstacles are there to full implementation of the Human Trafficking Act of 2014?

e What steps is the Government of Sudan taking to ensure that national legislation effectively
ensures the protection of children from marriage?

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
¢ What is the government doing to ensure that religious freedoms, particularly in relation to
Church groups, are protected, including the right to change ones religion?

o How will the government ensure that journalists and the press are able to operate without the
risk of newspapers being seized, respecting their right to freedom of expression?

e What progress has been made in Sudan under the National Strategy to abandon FGM in a
generation and to develop a similarly cohesive strategy for ending sexual violence in conflict?

e What steps are the government taking to ensure that NISS agents are held accountable for any
violations of international or domestic law?

e What steps are the government taking to ensure accountability for the deaths of protestors in
September 2013 and will they make public the findings of their investigations?



